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What we do at the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS)

USDA-FNS

Child Nutrition 
Programs

Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP)

Supplemental 
Nutrition and Safety 

Programs (SNAS)

Center for Nutrition 
Policy and 
Promotion



Who is the FNS Food Safety Branch?

Associate 
Administrator

WIC Nutrition 
Services & 

Promotion Branch

USDA Foods 
Nutrition Services 
and Access Branch

Food Safety 
Branch

Food Safety and 
Nutrition Division

Supplemental Nutrition and Safety Programs (SNAS)



What does the FNS Food Safety Team do?

We provide Child Nutrition Program operators 
with continuous, effective, training and 

technical assistance in food safety for schools, 
summer feeding sites, child care centers, family 

day care homes and adult care centers.



We focus on Education, Training and Research



We Fund and Collaborate on Food Safety Research

• School food service food 
safety practices

• Safety of school foods during 
field trips

• Cooling and cooking in school 
food service

• Food defense in schools
• Pediatric food allergies



We Communicate and Publish Research



We Lead and Develop Training, Outreach & Educational 
Programs and Tools

• Fresh produce safety
• Food allergies
• Food safety during disasters
• Food safety culture in school 

food operations
• Food safety in child care 

centers



• Produce Safety
• Water Safety
• Food Allergies
• Food Safety Emergency 

Response
• Infant Formula Safety

We Develop & Publish Food Safety Educational Outreach 
Materials 



Produce Safety University

• Collaboration between USDA-FNS & USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 

• PSU is a one-week experiential learning program for child nutrition professionals on all 
aspects of the fresh produce supply chain from growing and harvesting to storage and 
preparation through a combination of lecture, laboratory, and field-trip instruction



Produce Safety University



Produce Safety University



We Collaborate with University and Public Institutions



We Liaise and Provide Technical Support to Federal 
Partner Agencies

• Liaise with FDA, USDA-
FSIS, CDC, and other public 
health agencies

• USDA Foods Complaints
• USDA-AMS Specifications
• Program operator food safety 

questions, issues, challenges



• Food safety questions, 
issues, challenges

• Provide updates on 
current policy, 
regulations, and research

We Liaise with FNS Regional Offices to Provide Technical 
Support to Program Operators



• Represent USDA-FNS at 
major national food safety 
meetings, conferences, and 
national committees

• Monitor regulatory changes, 
research, & industry activity

We Maintain the Most Current Food Safety 
Recommendations for Program Operators



We Provide Food Safety Technical Reviews



We Monitor, Provide Guidance, and Liaise with 
Regulatory Agencies for USDA Foods Complaints



Examples of Food Safety Related USDA Foods 
Complaints

Foreign Material 
Complaints



Examples of Food Safety Related USDA Foods 
Complaints

Quality & 
Spoilage

Complaints



We Monitor, Communicate, and Provide Support for 
Food Recalls Affecting USDA Foods and FNS Programs

• The FNS Food Safety Team 
continuously monitors food 
recalls and outbreaks

• Recalls can be complex and 
involve coordination with many 
state, regional, and federal 
entities



What Happens During A Food Safety Recall?
FSIS or FDA Issues Public 

Notice of Food Recall

SDA notify RA’s

FNS

USDA Foods Are 
Not Involved

USDA Foods Are
Involved

If the food may have been 
purchased by schools, FNS 

may use a variety of 
methods to communicate 

the recall information.

FNS notifies SDA and 
includes product 

identification information 
obtained from AMS

RA’s (e.g., SFA) notify entities
(e.g. schools) that 

subsequently received USDA 
Foods directly from them.  

AMS



What Happens During a Food Safety Recall?

USDA-FNS

State Distributing Agency

Processors Recipient Agencies

Recall communication
can be top down

or bottom
up



FNS Food Safety – Food Safety from Farm to Tray
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Questions?
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