


State-Level Advocacy: 

Strengthening TEFAP

Household & Community Feeding



Today’s Speakers

Gabrielle 
Murphy
St. Louis Area 
Food Bank

Julia Lemp
Feeding 
America

Katherine 
Byers
Houston Food 
Bank



TEFAP & State Advocacy Overview

Cornerstone food source for the 
Feeding America network

Farms  → Food Banks → Families

>> Federal Program
 >> Administered by States

>>Operationalized by Emergency 
 Feeding Organizations

   



Advocacy Opportunities

State

Who: State Administrators; State 
Legislators

How: State Plan Amendments

What: State-Level Program 
Options

Federal
Who: Congress; USDA

How: Farm Bill; 
Rulemaking

What: Funding; Federal 
Rules and Regulations 
Changes



Resource: Feeding America’s TEFAP State Guide

Images from previous, 2020 version of TEFAP State Guide.

State-by-State 
Options:

• Participant Access & 
Eligibility

• Ordering
• Distribution
• Administration
• and more!



Texas & the TEFAP Signature

• Lessons in knowing what flexibilities exist and why your state agency doesn’t 
employ them

• The only federal requirements:

–Income guidelines for receipt of commodities

–Standards for applicants to show proof of income

–Ensure applicant resides in state (without respect to length of residency)

• Federal regulations allow for, but do not require, a recipient of TEFAP to sign

when applying for TEFAP and when picking up TEFAP foods.



Texas & the TEFAP Signature

• Baby steps:

– Flexibility during COVID for safety 
and to accommodate drive-through

- Household eligibility = Categorical 
or COVID-19; Signature = COVID-19



Texas & the TEFAP Signature
• Staff member on TDA TEFAP workgroup

• As waiver was coming to an end - required 
signature but included other categories in 
addition to income: categorical & crisis

• Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA)’s 
impression was food banks wanted 
signatures as a “protection from liability.”   
-  formal attestation to income eligibility



Texas & the TEFAP Signature

If the CE wishes to continue collecting TEFAP 
applicant signatures, please note that 
signatures will now be considered “additional 
information”- not required for determining 
eligibility for USDA Foods.

Collection of additional information must not 
be a real or perceived barrier to participation.

We hope that by removing the signature 
requirement, Texans will have one less barrier 

to accessing the food they need. Thank you 
for all for your continued hard work and 

dedication.

ADVOCACY MATTERS!



QUESTIONS?
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