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Basic commodity production and use information available through National Ag in the 
Classroom www.agclassroom.org

Foreign Ag Service and producer investment partnerships into international market 
development through U.S. Wheat Associates www.uswheat.org, U.S. Grains Council 
www.grains.org, and United Soybean Board www.soybean.org

4



Relatively flat production, use and trade numbers for last ten years. Use has been greater 
than production for six out of last seven years.
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Production & Use have increased from 600 MMT to 772 MMT. Use has outpaced 
Production in seven out of last eight years.
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Note comparative MMT on y-axis is significantly smaller than wheat & corn. Still sizable 
growth in production. Use has outpaced production in only two of past six marketing years.
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Demand growing in India and China and incomes rising. 
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U.S. wheat prospective plantings up 6%, market anticipated a higher increase based on 
price in the futures market. Wheat can be grown on every continent except Antarctica. 
Agriculture exports are the reason for relatively balanced import/export situation in the 
U.S.
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Clearly reinforces that Production has not kept up with Use.
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1997/98 Marketing years shows influence of federal agriculture program planting flexibility 
and introduction of biotechnology that produces more bushels per acre. Dramatic call for 
corn acres last year resulted in soybean acres decreasing. 
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Cargill Ag Horizons Topeka facility holds 2 million bushels of wheat stocks.

These low stocks are signaling through market price for farmers to producer more wheat.
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U.S. produced 56 MMT of wheat with about 1/5 of that production ‘typically’ coming from 
Kansas. North Dakota did produce more bushels of wheat in 07/08. 
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As stewards of our natural resources, farmers make decisions on a long term basis. Typical 
cropping rotations are 3 or 5 year rotations. 1996 Freedom to Farm legislation allowed 
marketplace signals to influence those rotations. 2007 saw some change to rotations based 
on call for corn acres and wheat prices. Farmers want to keep good planting rotations for 
stewardship of their fields through volatile market conditions. 
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According to National Ag Statistics Service 2002 Census of Agriculture there are 24,000 
wheat farmers in Kansas. About 5,000 producers have more than 500 acres of wheat. Just 
over 4,000 farmers have 250-499 acres of wheat. About 5,000 farmers have 100-249 acres 
of wheat. 
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Tools of the trade: from left, tractors & grain carts, combines and semi-truck.
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Combines operating in the wheat field. 
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Unloading the grain into the semi truck for transport to the grain elevator for storage, 
blending and transportation to domestic processors or export ports.
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Data from the Kansas Farm Management Association. 
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Ability to market the commodity and protect themselves from the volatility and uncertainty 
in the marketplace are separating good managers from the poor managers. 
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Biotechnology, the manipulation of biological organisms to make products that benefit 
human beings. Although biotechnology has existed since ancient times, some of its most 
dramatic advances have come in more recent years. Modern achievements include the 
transferal of a specific gene from one organism to another (by means of a set of genetic 
engineering techniques known as transgenics.

Picture is of foods that utilize biotechnology in research & development.
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Producers choosing other technologies available in crops like corn to plant on acres that are 
historically wheat acres. Producers are telling us they want technology in wheat to allow 
yields to compete with corn. Farmers need to produce more as acreages continue to 
decline. 
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One dollar to a farmer turns over in the economy about 7 times. 
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